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jotn in the appreciation of your appointment to the federal 

bench of this state. We feel that your sterling character, 

your legal ability an4 principles of a.dvocacy have been 

justly recognized, and that you will in all your activities 

on the bench, flDo that which .becometh a judge. H 

JUDGE ROBINSON: The next man that tbe court 

wUl call upon certainly needs no introduction to this group. 

The former ehief judge of this district, the Honot'able 

John W. Delehant. Judge Delehant. 
. I 

HON. JOHN W. DELEHANT: Chief Judge 

Jlldges Woodrough and Johnsen of the Court of Appeals. 

Judge Van Pelt, and friends of this court% 

May 1 be permitted briefly to signify my 

apprecia.tion of the high privilege that has been mine this 

morning. The administration of the oaths of offiee by a 

Judge of the United States District Court to' his successor 

in the judicial serv,jce Is itself a. comparatively t$re event. 

And for this opportunity to participate in it 1 am frankly 

grateful. 

But todayts oeremony has for me a special 

significance which a:ri$es out of the confldenfZt1; to which 

all Of us testify, in the abundant preparation and capacity 

for his poSition, of the newly qualified judge of this court& 

We who are allowed to serve in the federal Judiciary 

come, through the day by day performance of our duties, 
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humbly at'ld reverently to appraise the institution of which 

each of us is a part. We have a natural solicitude for its 

endurance, its integrity/ it$acknowledged~:wor'thine$;~. 

'rhus, despite hts awareness of his own !ruldequa.cies t 

each of us cherishes the hope that he may yield his gavel 

to one by whom the office he holds will be advanced in 

efficiency, in dignity, and in the general eeteem. So, 

today, confident that t shall reaU~e that hope, my 

dominant sentiment. in aU reverence, may be reflect~d 

in the prayer, unum dlmlttis servum tuum, Domine''. 

However, lest a mistaken inferen¢e be 

drawn ft'om that allusion. 1 hasten to add that, happily fOr 

me, my withdrawal frOm the active status will not involve 

my complete surrender of the judicial funattQJ:l. FOt what 

1 shQuld like to think will be several years, 1 shall continue 

to perform strictly judicial duties and, probably in large. 

measure, in the district of Nebraska. I e~ct, ther@iore, 

personally to Witness during that continuing interval of 

service, the full reaUzation of the hope whose 

entertainment I have just reflected. It was in that 

expeetation that 1 retired; and by it 1 am confirmed in my 

conviction of the prudence of that course. Judge Van Pelt, 

mine is a veryspeci41 and personal welcome to you. 

JUDGE ROBINSON: We are honored by the I 

prellence 011 the bench of two judges of the CBIIrt (If I 
I 

- -------------------------------------------------1-----------
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Appeals of the Eigbth Circuit. 1 shall novv call upOn the 

Honorable Harvey JOhnsen, Judge of the Court of Appeale 

of the Eighth Circuit. 

HON. HARVEY W. JOHNSEN: Judge Robinson, 

my brethren of the federal bench, and a special salutation 

to Judge Van Pelt. 

This occasion is one of complem~tltaty 

aspeets. It marks the yielding up by 'One judge Of the 

federal judicial post, duties a.nd responsibiUt1eliil, 

centered here at Lincoln, and the taking over Of thea~ 

things by another. 

It is not, however, our purpose today to 

deal with the matter of JudS-e Deleha-nt's retirement, but 

rather with the welcoming of Judge Van Pelt. I only 

mention Judge Delehant's name, because I think it adds 

an element of significance to the congratulations which are 

gathered to extend to judge Van Pelt. 

This JudicIal post at Lincoln haa a hist<>ty 

and a repute that ate unique among the federal district 

jUdgeships of the country. It has typified fot' 50 years, 

throughout the federal judicial system, the highest 

standard of service a.nd quality of work, which it is 

poasible for a trial court to give. 

That identification began to beeOme attached I 

to it with the appointment Of the Ilite Thomas C. Munger .• 
------------- -- -----------------------~----.-- -~-- ------1----------
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_ as a. United States District Judge for the District of 

Nebraska, in 1907 .Me was the first resident federal 

judge at Lincoln. In his many years of service, Judge 

Munger came to be recognized as one of the outstanding 

trial judges of tbe federal eystem. 

It was the p:rtvUege of Judge Delahant to 

$uece~ him and to take over the responSibility Of 

carrying on the fine tradition and high repute of the 

Lincoln judicial POSt, bOth here in Lincoln, throughout 

the State, and In the federal s ystemgenerally. Th1$ 

Judge J.)elehant has done, in a manner that not only has 

preserved the preceding lustre of the post but that. ill my 

opinion has even further e:gtended it. Judge Oelehant, 

too, has gained a name as one of the outstanding trial 

judges of the federal system. 

It 1s a rem3rkable fact that any individual 

judicial post should have become possessed of and have 

held an unbroken aura of this nature for 50 yeats, so that 

it now stands in the position of being able to claim a 
I 

golden anniversary of such traditioo and repute. It is in I 

the Ught of the fact of that golden $nniversary that I find I 
I 

double cause and increased measure tbt my congratU:lation~ 
to 1udge Van Pelt today. I 

1 think any Judge -has a spectal i 

fortunateness who i$ privileged to take over a post that I 
--------.-.------~--~~-J-------- .. 
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has come to have sueh an individuaUsUc, identifying 

standing. I therefore congratulate Judge Van Pelt on 

having the opportunity to step onto such a. splendid stage 

and setting. 

But more than this. I congratulate him on 

his having been selected as one deemed wQrthy and 

qualifted to carryon and still further extend 'the high 

eminence which Judge Munger and Judge Del@hant have 

given to the post which he is assuming. 

1f1 did n0t fE;let that I knew Judge van Pelt. 

not just personally but also fairly well ...... and I may 

interject that our acquaintanceship is one of more than 

30 years .... I would perhaps, with judicial restraint, allow 

my congratulations to stop here. 1 am bappy, however, 

to be able to go beyond these institutiQnallimlts, and to 

add a separate, personal measure of congratulations. 

Beeause I feel that 1 know Judge Van Peltts attributes, 

qu~Utles and capabilities, I would extend my 

congratulations to him most of aU upon this individual 

basis. 1 am certain that he eonstltutes in fact a. most 

worthy successor to judges Munger and Delehal'lt, and 

that he will carryon the work tn this Judicial post at 

Lineoln with the same high qualIty and repute that ha.ve 

given it its distinctive So--year aura in the -fooe):"·41 

judJc$.al system._~_b$Uev~ f~~~r_t~at ~~_:Ul ~~_~ __ -1--­
. I 
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judl¢ial statute and, as he does, will not only preserve, but 

also exte:nd, the lU$tre and tradition of this particulU 

judg~$hip. 1 may add too that I think that he will, a~ 

well, acquire for himself a reputation in the trlal court 

field ..... though this is of the least importanc~ 

blstitutiQnally in th~ field Of jud~ctat service. F~ithfully 

servlng the cause of justice, and not ambit10naUy $eeldng 

to attain personal renown, is the real dedication ot a true 

judge. 

From what 1 have said, it necessarily 

follows that I would voice too a word of congra.tulation to 

the bar of the state, to the people of NebrMkl, and to the 

community ot Lincoln, that Judge Van Pelt has been 

chosen fot this position. 

Concluding, then, I once more vQice m.y 

Sincere congt4tulatlona to Judge Van Pelt, and I te~t 

that word of congratulations to the members of hiS f-$mUy, 

his r~latlves and his matty friends. As a memb~rOf tb@ 

federal judiciary, I add to this my best wlshe$ and a 

warm band of welcome to the Judicial. fold of the 8th 

Circuit of the United States. As time goes Oft, Judge 

Van Pelt. you will cOme to understand more fuUythe 

meaning of that welcome, as you have the opportunity to 

experience the spirit of unity, inte$l'4tion and 

dedication by which tht';) federal judiehtl system is 
I 

.-~--.-- .------... -.. ·········-----·-----r ------
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permeated, and as you find yourself realizing that you 

have today taken over. not just an individual jud1(dal 

post, but a pOSition of responsibility and concern as to 

the whole federal judl¢iat system, in this task ()f Oll1f'S of. 

achieving national justice. constitutionally and legally, 

so that freedom and democracy may endure. 

So again. Judge Van Pelt. my sincere 

congratul.atlotlS, my best wishes, and my hearty welcome 

to you. 

JUDGE ROBINSON: The next judge whom 1 shall 

call upon likewise needs no introduction to this group" 

He presided over tbis CQurt when he was serving as United 

States District Judge, and later was elevated to the United 

States Court of Appeals; Eighth Circuit. The beloved 

Honorable Joseph W. Woodtough. 

HON. JOSBPH W. WOODROUGH: Jud~ Van Pelt, 

every time 1 go down to work in the morning I pus under 

a ~at big sign that arches the driveway in whith I am 

proceeding and which proclaims to the world that OUf,' town 

of Omaha is the biggest packing center and livestock 

market on the face of the eartb. And it would be strange 

indeed if a man didn't take a :reasonable pride in being a 

citizen of 110 mean city. On the contrary, he takes great 
- - I 

pride in Omaha and its vast geography. I 

But when I cOme to Lincoln 1 see from afar I 
------------------------.-----.. -.-.~-- .. ------------------t------· 
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the beautiful and amazing cupola of the capitol, of the 

statehouse, where I know that devoted men are gathered, 

enlightened men, devoting themselves to the great 

problems of government, combating things that are wrong 

and fighting for better things. Many of them, year after 

year, have so labored under that great dome, that I feel 

good. as 1 come here. And then I come past the wonderful 

university; also $0 many, many devoted men who are 

learning and teaching to know better what is already known 

and then advancing into the unknown and doing a great work 

for all Of us. And then 1 go on the streets of Lincoln and 

.behold the marvelous youth that keeps you here, you know, 

like you ought to be: they look beautiful to me, so full of 

Ufe; full of enthusiasm, so full of hope. 

Now, one other thing. MyoId preceptor, 

Prank Irvine, who was on out Supreme Court many years 

ago, and hardly any of you remember him, I expect, but 

be was a teacher and a jurist. Well, he said to me, 

''There is no city on earth, t think, that affords a. mall 

more opportunity to llve a full life, to increase his 
i 

knowledge and his youthfulness and his happiness than the I 

city of Lincoln. There isn tt a soul in it that's ignorant. tt
l

l That's a fact; 1 don't believe there is. I never 
. I 

encountered one in many years here. I 

And then I come off the street and come lotol 
---~--------.- .-- .. --.-----~.-.--. j-~ 
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this room. and I say this beloved courtroom, and meet 

with thQse men of the bar, the learned men of the bat. the 

lawyers and the Judges. Yes, Roscoe Pound, it was. who 

tOOk pleasure in reminding us ftom time to time that tbe 

vocation we follow of law and judging is no mere oosiness 

and trading affair, but it is an honorable, it is a. learned 

and fine profession, honoring and respecting what t.he 

German says, "Everything that goes through the hea:rt on i 

the higher plane. U You find it here 1n Lincoln. 

I have always thought and I have always 

known of Robert VanPelt to be one of the men who 

embodies these high ideals that exist and alway:; continue 

In Lincoln. Every word that has been said in c.ompl1ment 

to him struck a responsive chord in my heart. 1 know 

it Is true. 

1 can't let the opportunity go because it 1s 

expected of a mart of my age and experience to give 

advice, not that anybOdy cates particularly (laughter), but j 

then you try to live reasonably up to expectations t 1 turn 
'" . , 

then to Robert Burns.! am hoping things for Van Pelt. 

and for a successful career for him, which 1 know he will 

have. 1 don't hope for bim that he won't en¢ounter much I 

human wickedness. Even in Lincoln we find some of that. II 

(Laughter) But maybe I might say not much of it. So I 

am hoping things for him. 1 am not hoping that he will I 

------------~------------------ -.--------.-------.--1------.-----.-

I 



9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I 29 
.. _ .. ____ ~___ _ ______ ..• ____ . ____ ---.--1---_____ .~_.~ .•. 

do aU that be hopes to do because h~ hopes for a good d~al 

and tntends it, and he has taken this oath and b~ meNlS 

every word of it. 

Anell hope for him he won tt get bard$tted. 

even thoup you do meet some of those who fall by the 

wayside and don't Uve up to wbat I always think Qt as 
i 

L,lIiColn standards. 'You can 'I: expect that; you' c.'t e:spect i~ 

that. But on the other band ll'@call the 4ldvlc$ of Roben 

Burns that be gave his young friend.. "Ne~r COme to 
" , 

think that mankind 4t"e aU wieked. The tel1li downrlght 

hud~ned wicked that hive Rocheck but hUm2in taw are but' , 

few. no m$lter what it might appear sometimos. U h1 tit" 

grlndUtg dQWtl of the \tourt ..... and that'e my best hope .... 

never will he be bardenech never wUl be forget that th$re 

are an (twfullot of good peOple as weU as a few DId .es" 

JUD(.n~ ROBINSON: As all of you are undOUbtedly 

aware, tbose who havereaponded to the courtf
, 

Invlt«IM to 'peak thiS morning bave kept their f4unvbJ 

brief. As it 1s my desire to do likewise. I hav~ reduced 

my remarks to writmg aM should lUte to Uk )'Our' 

indulgence whUe 1 read them.. I shalt address myself to 

the ~ntleman In whose name and honor thle ceremony is 

~lni held. 

Before eontirudng. bow ever • 1 weuld 11ke to 

t4keth1s opportunity to $ay how gratifying and COmforting 
----~~~ -------~ -- - - - - -----~--.------------.-----~-----.. --... - -
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it is to know tbat the former chief judge of thts dlSttict aM I 

Judge Van Pelt, May I welcome you bOth 

$am~ time. as you will Boon find. reward8each of W$ 

with the tar greater .attsfae'tton of aceompltsbment tn. 

COfn.S f~om tbe day to day labore of that whicb we term 

4dmln!lteting justice, Pot' this 18 a service. a.s you well 

know. which 11$$ at the vety foundation of our demoerat1e \ 

$octet)". 

You brtng to the bench a knO\V1edp and 

undmtandmg of maAy fields, -gained from your act~ aM : 

praiseworthy work In religious. educatlonal(l and clyte 

affairs • Your abUtty u a preettetng lawyer I. belt 

att$$ted to by your fine reputation amongst your bretbrtn ' 

of tbe profession, and your numerous contributions that 

you hive made to the law itself. The record -f!!t rou:t lite 

ibow, without a doubt that you- possess a IEUtlle of Integrity i 
I 

and moral purpose tn the highest degree.. That you ire ! 
I 

ernlnfliutly qua1tfled for this position is beyond que."tiotl. 

and W~ are conftd4!tnt that the ~uaUty of your judi(d41 

30 
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career wUl -be an inspiration to all» 

We lwareUy w~lcome you. 

And now t re$liZing that thl,. 1$ no tNt$1 

matter. 1 am going to caU upon you to mak~ sueh 

response to this morning's ceremony as you dtlebre, 

Ladle .. and gentlem$n. the HonorCle Robert van ;P4ll1t. 

now Judge of the Unlt"Stat~$ District Court forth~ 

District of Nebraska" 

JUDGE ROBERT VAN PELT: Chief Judge 

RobitlSOU. brethren of the beneb and bar; and fr~ltd$l 

Your pr.s@nce here warms my h~_t. 

Words will not J)roperly ortlOmpletely ~xpre$lmy 

'Ppr@elation any more than words would substitute for 

)'Our pre$enee. 1 de thank each ot you .. Wblle tlUs: i. an 

oecaston when t should be Inn and not heard. you must 

rdU~e that I am not yet fat enough removed frOm tht 

pt.tt~e of law not to want to spelk whenever art 

opportunity is afforded. 1 do waltt to speakjl bOWev~r. 

~ause J want to publtcly thank Judge and Mrl. Deieillftt ' 

for their kindness to rny famlly and to me. At whit 1. 

fear 1$ great peJ:Psonal inconvenience. they Wfe l~lvmg 

Lincoln itt order that I. ootlte oath which I have thl$ fl., 
take., can designate my offictal station .L1ncolrt~ 

Nebt4sk«. Tbis generosity III cbaraeterllltic of ~ of :1: 

Utero and I would not permtt this hour to draw to a clO$e 
------------------~--~-------~- ---.-.----.-------.---- ---------~·-·------~----------f----------------
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wltl1QUt recognlzing this great personal favor. and 

expression of friendship. 

Likewlae, I caGnot take a place on thIs $lde 

of t~ bench ...... wldch doesD" seem IS high from tbJ$ std. 

u wilen seated at the counsel Utble .. ..,witbout feeUng 

bumble In remembetlng that two of thenatton·, gt~ate8t 

ttlal Judges, Thomu C. Munger t whose pictuf'$ 1100'1< 

up to at thfij r~ar of thl$ l'OOl'n. and John w. r.:>ileltint., wbo 

eits on my right, both lQfig~tlme pet$onal ftlends f ilav. 

precadedmo as the trial judges in tbls room. _ without i 

expressing tbe hope. nowevet+ und@served. that I part of 

their lUflter may shine, through me in serving jUltlee in 

this room. I reeogrdae that I oannot 1» a ThOrn .. C~ 

~~u.:r; 1 l'e¢Ogftiu that I cannot be a John W.. Deleh.aot) 

1 ~ec.tze that I am Mly SobVu P$lt. Pel"hipIJ _n the 

way Ufe moves that 1$ as it sbould 1)$. To baSk tn their 

reflected glQry ~d llev~r b@ a goa11n itself. ev~n 

though I would l1~e to emUlate their tine qualltleth I do 

$ollclt the cooperation of the bat. who have ~n s. 

pnerous tn tbe~ spoken words here .today._ and Of th@ 

public who will bes$tvtng as jurors aM wltMsse8 tn this 

court, tbat 1 too may be dedicated to the dob'l, 01 }Uitlce 

in this courtroom tblt tht.e distinguished JurI.$ts have 

gr~ so long and JO well. 

Some Of you know my own persMal 
-~- --- - ----- --~----- ~---- - - -- - --- -----------------,---------~----__l-.. -------
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pbUcsophy Ii for it has even bien publ1cly recorded" To 

me the gr0at~$t rule of conduct of the Holy $crtptut~ is 

not fOUnd in too New Teatament but in the word$ of Micah" 

"Por what: does the Lord require of th~e b~ to do . 
justly and tQ live mercy and to walk humbly w1tb . 
thy god," 

If from each of you, my friends, 1 may request one mote 

favor. it would be your prayer that 1 may do justly. that 

I may love mercy a.nd that In all these things I miy walk 

bumblywitb my God. 

And to you. Mr" Cbtef Judge Rebkts_. and 

to aU assembled here. my sincere thankS few m4ldng this , 

4avone that wUI live forever in my memory.. NO man 

deserves such fine frlc!ilKlI or $uch a fine family 'I God 

hu given m~. I am grateful. 

JUOOB ROB1NSON= Ladies and gentl'~H:nenfi Ott 

~half of Judge Van P@k and tbe court here thiS morrdllg I 

want to add my thankS for your appearance n.l"$ to botlor i 

Judge Van Pelt. We w111 shortly be In recess. Judge V.n i 

Pe.lt has advised me to suggest tbat he will b($ «v4llillbl~ 

tn chambers immediately aftor the oeremony. 

The marshal wUl now teceS$ court. 

(Whereupon court was adjourned~ followed by 

reoeptWtt in ehamber$. ) 
i 

--- - ------1-
I 
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(Reported and prepared by David Ii" Brown. 

ott!o1al Shorthand Rtporter. United States District court, 
District: of Nebrask, .. ) 
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